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Something Wonderful
Karrin Allyson sings Rodgers & Hammerstein

Why a Rodgers and Hammerstein Album Now?

I’ve been making recordings for over twenty years and from the 
beginning finding new, engaging repertoire has been central to 
my journey. From the first album on, I’ve investigated bop and 
bossa nova, roots and blues, singer-songwriters, French chanson, 
jazz classics from Ellington to bop and beyond, and, of course, 
the Great American Song Book. Like any young traveler, set on 
seeing the world, I took off from home and didn’t look back.

And now, I feel like coming home. I find myself powerfully drawn 
to the world of Rodgers and Hammerstein.

Why? Well, the tunes for starters, gorgeous melodies, near perfect 
lyrics, music that begs to be sung. And where does this music 
come from? — An America into which I was born and which I 
sometimes miss — filled with innocence, optimism, a confident 
can-do response to any problem, an appealing wise-guy humor, a 
sense that we all belong together on this wonderful planet.

Rodgers and Hammerstein’s work rises from the Depression 
and World War II, an era of the Dust Bowl, of Jim Crow, of rural 
poverty and urban tenements, of the rise of Fascism. And in spite 
of all the bad news, these two boys are singing. And so are we.

I’ve been singing these songs all of my life, hell, I even played 
Nellie Forbush in a production in California when I was a kid. But 
for some reason, maybe that I knew the songs too well and too 
long, I’ve largely steered clear of singing R & H on the bandstand.

Until now.

I’m imagining very spare and honest settings of these great 
tunes — just a singer, telling the story

Repertoire chosen from:

The King & I
Hello Young Lovers 
(with intro “When I think of Tom”)
I Have Dreamed
Shall We Dance
Something Wonderful
We Kiss in a Shadow
 
South Pacific
Bali High
Cockeyed Optimist
Dites Moi, Pourquoi? 
Happy Talk
How Far Away...
I’m Gonna Wash That Man...
Some Enchanted Evening
This Nearly Was Mine
Younger Than Springtime
You’ve Got to Be Carefully Taught
 
Sound Of Music
Adelweis
I Have Confidence...
I Must Have Done Something Good
My Favorite Things 
The Sound of Music

Oklahoma
I’m Just a Girl Who Can’t Say No
Many a Blue Moon...
Oh What a Beautiful Morning,
Out of My Dreams
People Will Say We’re in Love 
Surry with the Fringe on the Top

From Carousel
If I Loved You
June is Bustin’ Out All Over


